
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Act 4 – Repairing a Kingdom 

Judah’s Exile 

Isaiah 
 

* Act 1 – Scenes 1-5 = Genesis 1-11 

* Acts 2 – Scenes 1-11 = Genesis 12-I Kings 10 

* Act 3 – Divided Kingdom 

* Act 4 – Repairing a Kingdom 

 

We have done this slightly out of order just because of scheduling 

Normally, we should have covered Isaiah before Jeremiah 

 

• Is. 1:1 

Isaiah is from Jerusalem 

Isaiah himself is cited some 20x in the New Testament 

The majority of Isaiah’s activity takes place from Ahaz to Hezekiah 

Roughly 735BC to 687BC 

King Uzziah died around 742BC 

He very likely even lived until Manasseh since he reports the death of Sennacharib 

The apocryphal book of Assumptions of Isaiah preserves the tradition that he was sawn in two (He. 11:37) 

The Talmud actually states that he was of the royal house, a cousin of Uzziah 

What do you remember of each of these Kings of Judah? 

* Ahaz – recall chapters 7-8, Israel/Aram coming against him, doesn’t rely on God but Assyria 

 Reminds you of God hardening the Pharaoh’s heart a little bit 

* Isaiah runs into the same problem with Hezekiah – aligns with Egypt against Assyria 

* Amazing theme even with Isaiah’s kids, act like billboards = Shear-yashub = a remnant will return, Maher-shalal-az = 

hasten for spoil, hurry for plunder 

So, he lived thru: 

1. Assyria’s threat - ALWAYS there during Isaiah’s life and activity 

2. Takeover of Israel & Samaria and their deportation 

3. Babylon rise 

Do you remember from our studies when Judah finally fell to Babylon? 

587BC (there are actually 4 deportations) 

 

There are 3 main Major Prophets that should be thought of together – Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel 

They are 3 Steps or Stages of Judah’s exile 

1. Isaiah – Anticipation of the Exile 

2. Jeremiah – Transition into Exile 

3. Ezekiel – Participating in Exile 

Isaiah might be the most significant of the 3 because it creates the greatest context for the Exile of Judah 

 

Isaiah is really 3 Books and you should think of it that way 

I Isaiah = Chapters 1-39 – has 2 different Historical interludes of narrative (looked at one already) 

II Isaiah = Chapters 40-55 

III Isaiah = Chapters 56-66 

 

I Isaiah – really the anticipation of Exile for Judah 

II Isaiah - When you get to Isaiah II, 40-55, you have an assumption that the people ARE in exile (though not actually 

yet) 

 II Isaiah is trying to encourage these distraught people to once again trust and follow God 

 All this even though it is years from actually happening 

III Isaiah in 56-66 - concerned with events AFTER the exiles have returned when worship has again begun to 

deteriorate 

 



If there is a theme it is this: That Yahweh alone is High and Lifted up, worthy of Glory (read THEME) 

He is referred to 28x as “The Holy One of Israel” – only occurs 6x in the rest of the OT 

He also is referred to over and over as the Redeemer of Israel, or the Savior 

 He will deliver them from Israel/Syria in the North 

 He will deliver them from Assyria 

 He will ultimately deliver them even from Babylon 

 RESULT - HE IS FAITHFUL AND CAN BE TRUSTED (i.e. read Egypt) 

Remnant theme is also paramount 

As a result: 

a) They shouldn’t rely on other countries or alliances 

b) God wants to reestablish justice and righteousness – to set things aright again 

c) To build a future 

Because we have spent SO much time talking about the Judah exile, I want to only briefly discuss I Isaiah 

I want to then spend the majority of our time in II Isaiah and then finish in II Isaiah 

 

I Isaiah 

Chapters 1-12 = Judgments against Judah and Jerusalem with promise of Salvation 

Chapters 13-27 = Judgments against the Nations (OAN) and final promise of His Kingdom 

Chapters 28-35 = Future Promise of a Righteous King 

Chapters 36-39 = Transition from Assyrian Threat to Babylon – Judah is saved but doom looms 

• Is. 5:1-7, 13-16 

• Is. 6 

It is this situation that Isaiah, the servant of God is called into 

And this is the flavor of the first 39 chapters, a broken hearted God, a willing servant, judgment, and then an offer of 

hope 

 

II Isaiah 

Then we come to II Isaiah in 40-55 

The actual fall of Judah to Babylon is not discussed anywhere in Isaiah – it is assumed all would know by then 

This section is dedicated to those that would be in Exile 

Again, this is maybe 150-200 years before the event has even happened 

So, you are a Jew in Exile in Babylon 

What kinds of things might be happening? What might you be thinking? 

- Can’t trust God anymore, He abandoned you 

- Maybe still stiff necked and sinful, learning nothing 

- Maybe you have completely lost ANY sense of your identity 

- Jehoiachin imprisoned, hearing about Persian rise 

Again, what was there call in Exodus 19? 

Holy Nation & Kingdom of Priests 

So, II Isaiah is called to bring a message of hope and comfort and challenge to those in Exile 

They have been there for more than half a century (70 years total remember) 

Many there have never known anything else but Babylon, their customs, their laws, their gods, etc. 

So what might God need to do for them? To explain to them? 

- He is faithful 

- They will return 

- It is not enough to return to the Land if they do not return to God 

The MAIN word to wrestle with in II Isaiah is SERVANT 

But the question we need to answer is, who is the servant 

If you speak to a Jew today, they will say the servant is Israel 

And in fact II Isaiah says the servant is Israel 

• Is. 41:8-10 

Some believe the servant is Isaiah himself, the prophet servant who comes with God’s message 

This is also supported 

Some also believe the servant/prophet is Jeremiah 

The servant is also spoken of as Cyrus – the Persian King 

Christians today believe the Servant is Jesus, Messiah 

I personally believe all are probably true at one point or another in the text 



Again, the text speaks in layers and we will take a look at this 

Context: 

The Persians are growing in immense power 

Cyrus, their king was beginning to rampage the Middle East 

• Is. 41:2-3 

Moving so fast his feet don’t touch the ground 

Isaiah makes it clear that God is the God of History and is behind this 

• Is. 41:4 

It is natural that Babylon fears, but not Israel 

• Is. 41:5, 8-10 

Listen how God describes Babylon, the ones that built the hanging gardens, libraries, ziggurats,  

• Is. 41:11-12 

Again, think how the Israelites would feel 

They are a million miles from home, with no path to get there, mountains to cross, Babylonians ruling them 

• Is. 41:15-16 (describe threshing sled) 

They are also poor and needy, afflicted beyond belief…not a problem for Yahweh 

• Is. 41:17-20 

Purpose is to restore God’s Glory and their recognition of it 

I. SO, ISRAEL IS GOD’S SERVANT AND ENJOYS THAT STATUS 

And in chapter 42, God reiterates their call as His Servant 

• Is. 42:6-7 

Again, back to their call in Exodus 19, they are to bring about God’s rule in the world, thru a covenant relationship 

And how does he do it, open blind eyes, bringing freedom to people, being light in darkness 

BLINDNESS & IMPRISONMENT – where the people are at and what the world needs help in 

It was God that declared what Babylon would do, and now Persia – surely He was reliable 

II. ISRAEL IS GOD’S SERVANT, AND THEIR CALL IS CLEAR, AND GOD WILL MAKE IT HAPPEN 
But what is the problem with this picture? 

III. But Israel IS THE BROKEN REED - they are the wounded, the one’s in darkness and imprisoned 

The Servant Israel is supposed to bring site to the blind and freedom to those in bondage 

But that is exactly where they are at themselves 

• Is. 42:18, 19-20 

What is the issue? 

Israel the Servant cannot serve because they are blind and imprisoned, and deaf to God 

Again, what was the Abrahamic covenant? The call? 

Yahweh wanted to REACH THE WORLD (Gen. 12), and the way to do that was Israel 

But Israel failed because Israel would not trust and walk with God 

Even the Exile has not woken them up 

• Is. 42:23-25 

What would be the problem if God just gave up on His original plan from Genesis 12? 

Do you see God’s issue? What does God do? Should He just give on His plan? 

God has a resounding NO 

a) NO = because He loves them 

• Is. 43:1-4, 7 

If Israel is the needy one, then rather than them being the minister, they will receive the ministry 

If they cannot help the weak because they are weak, then God will give them strength as the weak 

b)  NO = because God still intends for them to be His called covenant servant 

•  Is. 43:8-10 

 Can you imagine anything more gracious than for God to say this, a) after all that has happened, and b) 

 considering their current state 

c) NO = Because God is going to restore them 

 So far God has not been too specific about Persia – now listen 

•  Is. 44:24, 28 

•  Is. 45:1-3 

 Cyrus is called ANNOINTED = same word used for Messiah in Hebrew 

 God’s chosen instrument in History 

 And look what He exposes thru Cyrus in front of His Servant 



•  Is. 46:1-2 (Babylon’s impotent gods) 

•  Is. 48:20 

 Cyrus will arrive, Babylon will fall with its gods, the exiles will go home, and Jerusalem will be restored! 

Once again, God is promising to PROVE HIMSELF FAITHFUL 

IV. God will strengthen the weak servant Israel 

V. But the Servant, once Reluctant to Listen, are now Resistant to Listen 

•  Is. 45:9-13 

•  Is. 46:8, 12-13a 

The Exiles, the Servant of God to the World, His beloved, have lost their faith and sense of identity 

Cyrus will bring them back to Jerusalem, but who will bring them back to God? 

We are told that it is Yahweh’s servant that will bring them back to God 

•  Is. 49:1-3, 5 

II Isaiah is the servant now 

VI. God will use Isaiah AS THE SERVANT ISRAEL on Israel’s behalf to minister to His servant Israel 
A faithful REMNANT OF ONE 

To BRING THEM BACK TO HIM 

Remember, Israel is called the servant earlier, but they are blind and in bondage (physically, spiritually, etc.) 

So they need one, a servant, Isaiah, to become Israel on their behalf, to help them 

Is this new to the Story? One faithful person? 

This is not new to The Story – Elijah, Jeremiah, etc. – people who stood alone and apart for God 

God wants to enlighten the Nations by parading His covenant people before them 

But they have made this so it cannot happen 

The Prophet is willing to be that one 

(Galatians 1:15-16) 

Later in chapter 49 you see Isaiah’s frustration, feeling totally unsuccessful like Jeremiah did 

But he finds faith and encouragement and continues to trust God 

His task… 

•  Is. 49:5-6 – bring them back to God and be a light to the Nations 

God has not given up His plan – He will reach and bless the world thru Israel 

The task for Isaiah is anything but easy though 

•  Is. 50:5-6 

God and II Isaiah set the table for the faithful remnant that will respond 

•  Is. 50:10 

(The servant motif disappears for a bit with faith encouragement, then returns) 

 

Now we come to Isaiah 52:13-53 

Isaiah essentially gets a vision that will help address the response and need of the Exiled Israelites 

It is as if II Isaiah is up to the task to BE FAITHFUL Israel, but Israel needs more 

The Vision introduces the picture of a man 

4.  He is not impressive at all 

•  Is. 53:2 (this is desert which they are familiar with) 

 Vision is of a Man, a Servant if you will, whose growth is stunted 

 Nothing draws your attention to this Servant 

 Israel is used to magnificent Kings, like Saul, 6’ tall and handsome 

 This Servant has none of this 

2.  The Servant is familiar with Physical Pain and Persecution 

•  Is. 53:3 

3.  He was somehow disfigured thru His Suffering 

•  Is. 52:14 

4.  Because of this He was completely ignored and alone 

5.  Because of all this they assumed something went wrong between the Servant and God 

• Is. 53:4 

READ JOB’s friends 

6.  And if people assume you are an appalling sinner, then they are apt to treat you that way 

• Is. 53:8 

7.  He was even afforded an honorable burial 



• Is. 53:9 

In the OT, when a person died they were able to join their ancestors 

You joined them physically in a family tomb 

To be deprived of this is the final indignity 

BUT – despite how the people treat Him, His reaction doesn’t fit 

• Is. 53:7 

So, the question is, why did this Man servant in the vision suffer? 

• Is. 53:4-5 

a) To identify with the afflicted people of the Exile 

“Bore” = doesn’t necessarily mean INSTEAD OF, it can also mean WITH US 

e.g. of Shiva 

The worst part of suffering is the sense of being alone and like no one gets it 

This Servant came along side that suffering to be there in it 

b) ALSO offered FOR the guilt of the others 

• Is. 53:10 (Lev. 5 & 6) 

Not all the sacrifices were to deal with human sin – some were fellowship offerings, etc. 

“Sin offerings” = Lev. 4 = dealt with accidental religious offenses 

Annual “Day of Atonement” = Lev. 16 = willful sins – sins transferred to a goat, sent into wilderness 

“Guilt offering” = made restitution for deliberate crimes like robbery 

 Means of getting right with Yahweh for deliberate sin 

 The Israelites had no place for human sacrifice – except for the abdominal times we have studied 

 The example of God seemingly ordaining human sacrifice was what? 

 Abraham and Isaac – instead, God again provided a GOAT 

 But there was an example of a righteous man offering himself up for his obstinate people – who? 

 MOSES – Ex. 32:30-32, Deut. 1:37 

 This idea of Moses being punished for the sins of the people is a THREAD I the NARRATIVE 

 This Servant Man is in a sense the New Moses (a HUGE THEME in the Gospels) 

Remember the Problem – Israel is returning to Jerusalem, but how do you get them returned to God 

Isaiah is sent to strengthen them and be faithful Israel, but it isn’t enough 

The Servant Man in the Vision is AFFLICTED TO RESTORE THE RELATIONSHIP 

• Is. 53:5 

“Well-being” = SHALOM 

• Is. 48:18 

There Shalom is gone- but it is found again through the chastened Servant 

• Is. 53:6 

And remember, the people refused to listen to Isaiah 

And they assumed this Servant was sinful, and THEY were righteous 

In setting a completely new standard for righteousness, HE brings the people to a knowledge of their own sin 

AND while all this is going on, look what He is doing… 

• Is. 53:12b 

He is PRAYING FOR HIS PEOPLE 

 

Well, is there any future for this CRUSHED Servant? 

• Is. 53:10 

Many children, and a long life – a man’s dream in the OT 

• Is. 53:11, 13 

Thru is all = GOD’S PURPOSE WILL BE MET 

 

So, who is THIS SERVANT in the vision? 

What might II Isaiah have said 

God’s Prophet’s, God’s Servant’s – pg. 162-163 

 

Jewish interpretation is that the Servant in Isaiah 53 is Israel 

There are many similarities (Is. 1:5-7), but the righteousness of the Servant doesn’t fit 

Even the text itself I think distinguished the Servant from Israel (Is. 52:14) 

• I Peter 2:22 = Is. 53:9 (no sin or untruth) 



• Matt. 8:17 = Is. 53:4 (taking on pain and suffering) 

• John 12:37-38 = Is. 53:4 (mission met with unbelief) 

• Acts 8:32-33 = Is. 53:7-8 (oppressed without protest) 

• Luke 22:37 = Is. 53:12 (let Himself be taken as a criminal) 

• I Peter 2:24-25 = Is. 53:5-6 (He died to bear people’s sins, heal wounds, restore the sheep) 

• Phil. 2:7-9 

 

• Acts 8:26-40 

 

The vision may have yet one more calling or meaning 

The vision shows us what God can do thru a faithful person, albeit THE most amazing One 

I think maybe the vision has even yet one more layer – a call for His people to live like His Servant Man 

 

III Isaiah 
The Salvation theme of 40-55 continues, now addressing the captives home 

And this salvation will happen before the eyes of the world 

There is an even deeper call to worship God deeply and treat people uprightly 

56-66 speaks of a TRUE COVENANT COMMUNITY 

People you might have expected in it are not 

And others that you wouldn’t expect, are 

• Is. 56:1-8 

(Eunuchs – might have felt excluded from Duet. 23:1) 

III Isaiah as you can see if a call to unity, to cast aside pride and false religion 

Unfortunately the sins of the Exiled Israelites have returned in chapters 56-59 

But God see a new day on the Horizon 

• Is. 60:14-15, 18-22 

• Is. 61:1-8 

It is not for nothing that Jesus uses these exact words in Luke 4:18-19 to describe His Messianic rule 

• Is. 62:1-5 

This section finishes with Yahweh coming in anger to vindicate His people 

 

Finally, in the last 2 chapters, God separates the wicked from His faithful remnant 

And finally God will ring completion to Jerusalem 

• Is. 65:17-25 

• Is. 66:1-2, 18-24 

Rebellion will continue to the end, but God and His people will prevail 

 

The book begins and ends with Jerusalem 

a) At Sinai in Exodus 19 God makes a covenant with His people 

b) They had a destination of a promised land where they would have rest 

c) The rest was finally achieved under David 

d) And Solomon built the Temple in Jerusalem as a symbol of the covenant with God 

e) King Hezekiah under siege prayed in the Temple, and spoke of God as “Enthroned upon 

the cherubim” 

f) The King of Heaven chose a king to rule in Israel 

g) but His people and Kings embarrassed His great name 

h) Finally His anointed Son would rule 

i) His Son King & Servant would establish justice and mercy 

Isaiah believe in this deeply, and KNOW god is committed both to His people and Jerusalem 

TWIN VISIONS – The actual restored Jerusalem, and a future city that fully embodies God’s righteousness 

 


